AIRTEL TO TAP LCOS
FOR BROADBAND
EXPANSION

The action is picking up on the broadband section.
Bharati Airtel is planning partnership with local cable
operators to expand its home broadband servicesto tap the
opportunities across India.

Bharti Airtel's broadband business
has been growing. Airtel’s program for
LCOs is intended to address the rapid
changes taking place in the wired
broadband market.

“We believethat thereisamassive
opportunity in smaller towns across India
on the home broadband market. We are now
livein 14 such citiesthrough this partnership
model," said Gopal Vittal, Airtel CEO

Reliance Jioin 2018 acquired two of thelargest cable
companies Hathway Datacom and Den Networksfor around
3 5,240 cr. Themovewasamed at giving aniinitial boost to
Jio’sfledgling high-speed broadband and IPTV service.

Since the acquisition, Jio has announced its intent to
start high-speed broadband servicesin 1,500 citiesin India
In comparison, Airtel hasitswired network inalittle over 100
cities despite being in the business for nearly three decades.

Airtel hasgonedirectly tolocal cable operatorsand
bypassing the MSO entirely.

The idea of upgrading existing cable users is a
complex task in India.

The local cable operator has to lay his own fiber
network and maintainit, and everything elsewill be provided
by Airtel. The LCO will maintain the fibre network and will
get an amount from Airtel for the maintenance.

Airtel will take charge of the subscription plans and
recharge of the broadband service and L COs continue with
their cable TV service. Airtel has been tuning its LCO
partnership model over thelast oneyear and hasan optimum
model that will benefit both Airtel aswell asthelocal cable
operator.

“There have been several lessons that have been
learnt over the last 9-12 months on how to master that
blueprint to onboard these partnersin adigital way. It'san
opportunity for entrepreneurs to continue to earn money
with us and for us to go out and serve customers’ said
Gopal Vittal, Airtel CEO. B
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